contact on every side with liquid particles like itself, though if once the contact of these particles be broken in any point, they will burst with violence into the new state.
Great numbers of other cases of this kind may be found amongst bodies able to change their state; but they will readily occur to you. I am about to reprint my report from the Athenaeum in a volume of Experimental Researches on Physics; I think I shall arrange these views into some kind of form so as to give them a place beside your views and those of Forbes and others. You have them, unconnected by any experiments except those of former time, for I have made none lately though I have seen Tyndall's.
Believe me to be
My dear Sir
Most truly yours M. FABADAY.
To Professor Faraday.
2 DONEGALL SQUARE WEST, BELFAST,
9th Nov. 1858. MY DEAE SIR,
I thank you very much for having so kindly written to me in August last on the subject of the freezing and melting point of water and ice.
I intended to write to you at the time, thanking you for your letter; but, through illness in my family, and repeated absences from home on business, I have hitherto found myself detained from reverting to the subject.
I recollect that in the old Athenaeum report of your Paper—to which however I have not had access of late—mention is made of your supposition that there is a tendency for a film of water between two surfaces of ice to become ice, other particles touching ice only on one side becoming water at the same time, and supplying the cold necessary to freeze the water between the two surfaces of ice. Having been long aware of that supposition, and now having farther had your letter of Aug. 4 to consider, I still incline to think that the freezing of the film between the two masses of ice is due simply to the melting by pressure of portions of the ice pressed against one another at places of contact.          .;